CHAPTER XVIII
Intellectual legacy of Muslim Spain in the Escurial
MUSLIM civilization in Spain was, during the
Middle Ages, a source of world-wide light.
In Andalusia learning attained the loftiest
dignities. While Europe was passing through a phase
of rudeness and ignorance, and the legacy of ancient
thought was buried in the darkness of monasteries, the
schools of Cordova sent their light far into the North
and West. In Cordova Muslim thought attained
its zenith, and its achievements attained their most
brilliant decade. But political troubles and the cala-
mities of war and time often shook this edifice, sapped
its foundations and squandered its treasures, during
Muslim domination itself*
When Muslim domination in Spain declined and
was reduced to the kingdom of Granada, Granada
remained for two centuries the centre of Muslim
learning in the West, and a refuge of science and
letters, and its public and private libraries were
crowded with the most valuable works* When Muslim
domination fell with the fall of Granada, its last
stronghold, in 1492, this magnificent intellectual edifice
crumbled to the ground; and not many years later
Christian Spain committed its barbaric crime by
destroying the legacy of Muslim thought In the
year 1499, Cardinal Ximenes, Archbishop of Toledo,
ordered that all Arabic books should be collected in
Granada, where they were gathered in piles in the
principal square of the city and ceremoniously burnt
through an auto-da-fe, with the exception of 300
volumes on medicine which were endowed to the